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In the past year, the debate over the 
privatization of development-led 
archaeology in Denmark has intensified 
(beginning with Dobat (2023)). During my 
internship at a Swedish archaeological 
company, I gained insight into the 
privatized model and its differences from 
the Danish system. In this context, I aim 
to contribute to the debate through my 
experiences from Sweden, often regarded 
as the prime example of commercialized 
archaeology. The ongoing debate is 
summarized and a shift in perspective is 
suggested - from questioning whether to 
commercialize or not, to considering the 
need for national databases and exploring 
the potential for developer-funded 
publication and research initiatives.

The grass is always greener on the 
other side – or is it?

Græsset er altid grønnere på 
den anden side – eller?
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